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MICROCOMPUTER, ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT AND DEBUGGING SYSTEM 

Technical Field: 

The present invention relates to a microcomputer and also to 
5 electronic equipment and a debugging system comprising the same. 



Background Art: 

There has recently been increasing demand for the 
incorporation of microcomputers that are capable of implementing 

10 high-level information processing into electronic equipment such 
as game machines, car navigation systems, printers, and portable 
information terminals. Such a thus -incorporated microcomputer is 
usually mounted on a user board called a target system. A software 
development support tool called an in- circuit emulator (ICE) is 

15 widely used for supporting the development of software to be used 
in the target system. 

The CPU- switching (swapping) type of ICE shown in Fig. lA is 
the most common type of this kind of ICE used in the art. With this 
CPU- switching ICE, a microcomputer 302 is removed from a target 

20 system 300 during debugging, and a probe 306 of a debugging tool 
3 04 is connected thereto instead. This debugging tool 304 emulates 
the operation of the removed microcomputer 3 02 . The debugging tool 
3 04 can also perform various processes necessary for debugging. 

However, this CPU- switching ICE has disadvantages in that 

25 there is a large number of pins on the probe 3 06 and also a large 
number of lines 308 of the probe 306. It is therefore difficult to 
emulate the operation of the microcomputer 3 02 at high frequencies 
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(the limit is at approximately 33 MHz, by way of example) . It is 
also difficult to design the target system 300. Furthermore, the 
operating environment of the target system 300 (signal timings and 
load conditions) changes between the situation when the 
5 microcomputer 302 is installed and operating as designed and the 
situation when the debugging tool 3 04 is emulating the operation 
of the microcomputer 302. This CPU- switching ICE also has problems 
in that, if a different microcomputer is used, even if it is a modified 
version thereof, it is necessary to use a debugging tool of a 

10 different design and a probe in which the numbers and positions of 
the pins are different. 

A known method of solving these disadvantages of such the 
CPU -switching ICE is an ICE in which a monitor program 310 is mounted 
in a target system 312, as shown in Fig. IB. However, such a monitor 

15 program mounting type ICE is required to have a function of executing 
all the debugging commands (program loading, go, step execution, 
reading/writing of memory, reading/writing of internal register 
and setting/release of breakpoint) . This will highly increase the 
size of instruction code in the monitor program 310 (for example, 

20 30 to 50 Kbytes) . Thus, the memory area available for user is 
decreased and also the difference in system between debugging and 
non- debugging operation cause problems. In order to overcome the 
problem of Fig. IB, there has been proposed an on-chip debugging 
method in which a monitor program is installed into the chip. However, 

25 this raises another problem in that the size of the chip must be 
increased when a monitor program having a large size of instruction 
code is mounted within the chip. 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

The present invention was devised in the light of the above 
technical concerns and has an objective thereof the provision of 
5 a microcomputer that can realize an on-chip debugging function 
through a reduced size of instruction code or a reduced scale of 
circuit, together with electronic equipment and a debugging system 
including the same. 

To this end, the present invention provides a microcomputer 

10 having an on-chip debugging function, comprising a central 
processing unit for executing instructions; and a first monitor 
means for performing data transfer to and from a second monitor 
means, determining a primitive command to be executed based on the 
receive data from the second monitor means, and performing 

15 processing for execution of the determined primitive command, the 
second monitor means being provided outside the microcomputer for 
performing a processing to convert a debugging command into at least 
one primitive command. 

According to the present invention, the second monitor means 

20 located outside of the microcomputer performs processing to convert 
(decompose) a debugging command issued from a host system or the 
like into a primitive command. The first monitor means then receives 
data from the second monitor means and performs a processing to 
execute a primitive command determined based on the received data. 

25 In the present invention, it is not required that the monitor program 
for executing a processing of the first monitor means has a 
complicated routine for executing the debugging commands. 



3 



Therefore, the size of instruction code in the monitor program can 
greatly be reduced so that the on-chip debugging function can be 
realized by use of small -scaled hardware. 

The present invention is also characterized by that the 
5 primitive command includes a command for starting an execution of 
a user program, a command for writing data to an address on a memory 
map in a debugging mode and a command for reading data from the 
address on the memory map. When the primitive commands are 
simplified in such a manner, the size of instruction code in the 

10 monitor program can further be reduced. 

The present invention is further characterized by that it 
further comprises a control register used for execution of 
instructions in the central processing unit and having an address 
thereof allocated on a memory map in a debugging mode. Thus, it 

15 becomes possible to perform the debugging processing in the 
debugging mode using the control register. Therefore, the 
processing can be simplified with small -scaled hardware. 

The present invention is further characterized by a monitor 
RAM into which contents of an internal register of the central 

20 processing unit are saved, and having an address thereof allocated 
on a memory map in a debugging mode. Thus, the contents in the 
internal register can be read out during the debugging mode. 
Therefore, the debugging function can be diversified. 

The present invention is further characterized by comprising 

25 a terminal connected to a single bidirectional communication line 
for performing a half -duplex bidirectional communication between 
the terminal and the second monitor means, and on condition that 
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the first monitor means being a slave has received data from the 
second monitor means being a master, the first monitor means 
performs a processing corresponding to the received data and sends 
response data corresponding to the received data to the second 
5 monitor means. Thus, the number of terminals (pins) in the 
microcomputer can be reduced so that the microcomputer can be 
manufactured with a reduced cost. In addition, the communication 
protocol between the first and second monitor means can be 
simplified so that the size of instruction code in the monitor 

10 program can further be reduced. 

The present invention is further characterized by that the 
data received from the second monitor means includes an 
identification data of the primitive command to be executed by the 
first monitor means. Thus, an instruction for execution of the 

15 primitive command can more easily be transmitted from the second 
monitor means to the first monitor means. 

The present invention is further characterized by that the 
first monitor means transfers fixed- length data to and from the 
second monitor means. Thus, the size of instruction code in the 

20 monitor program of the first monitor means can still further be 
reduced. 

The present invention is further characterized by that a 
monitor program for executing a processing of the first monitor 
means is stored in a ROM. Thus, the monitor program is stored in 
25 the ROM having its occupying area smaller than that of the RAM so 
that a logic circuit or the like for loading the monitor program 
into the RAM will not be required. Therefore, the microcomputer 
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can further be scaled down. 

The present invention is further characterized by that the 
first monitor means comprises a first frequency division circuit 
for dividing a first clock and for generating a first sampling clock 
5 for sampling each bit in data sent and received according to 
start - stop synchronization; and a circuit for sending and receiving 
data based on the first sampling clock, and the first monitor means 
supplies the first clock to the second monitor means as a signal 
for causing a second frequency division circuit included in the 

10 second monitor means to generate a second sampling clock. Thus, 
the first and second monitor means share the first clock for 
generating the sampling clock. This can highly reduce the rate of 
sampling error occurrence in the communication data with the 
communication speed being optimized and improved. 

15 The present invention is further characterized by that the 

first monitor means includes a monitor RAM which is readable and 
writable, and when a break of an execution of an user program occurs 
and a mode is shifted to a debugging mode, the first monitor means 
saves a program counter value of the central processing unit and 

20 contents of an internal register into the monitor RAM. Thus, the 
user program can be properly executed when the procedure is returned 
from the debugging mode to the user program execution mode . Further, 
the first monitor means can utilize the contents of the internal 
register to perform various processings. 

25 The present invention further provides electronic equipment 

comprising a microcomputer as mentioned above, an input source of 
data to be processed by the microcomputer, and an output device 



6 



for outputting data processed by the microcomputer. Thus, the 
debugging operation for a program of the electronic equipment can 
more efficiently be performed. This can shorten time required to 
develop the electronic equipment and reduce the manufacturing cost 
5 thereof . 

The present invention further provides a debugging system 
for a target system including a microcomputer, the debugging system 
comprising second monitor means for performing processing for 
converting a debugging command issued by a host system into at least 

10 one primitive coinmand; and first monitor means for performing data 
transfer to and from the second monitor means, determining a 
primitive command to be executed based on the receive data from 
the second monitor means, and performing processing for execution 
of the determined primitive command. 

15 According to the present invention, the size of instruction 

code in the monitor program for executing the processing in the 
first monitor means can highly be reduced. Thus, the memory area 
freely used by the user can be increased. Therefore, there can be 
provided a debugging system which can debug the target system in 

20 the same circumstance as in that of the actual operation. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. lA is a view illustrating a CPU- switching ICE while Fig. 
IB is a view illustrating a monitor -program mounting ICE. 
25 Fig. 2 is a view illustrating a characteristics of an 

embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 is a functional block diagram of an example of the 
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structure of the microcomputer and debugging system of this 
embodiment . 

Fig. 4 illustrates a memory map in the debugging mode. 
Figs. 5A to 5D illustrate the processing involved in the 
5 conversion (decomposition) of debugging commands into primitive 
commands . 

Fig. 6 is a functional block diagram of an example of the 
structure of SIO. 

Fig. 7 is a functional block diagram of an example of the 
10 structure of the debugging tool . 

Figs. 8A and 8B illustrate a real-time tracing. 

Figs. 9A to 9C illustrate communication methods between a 
mini monitor section and a main monitor section. 

Figs. lOA to lOD illustrate formats and types of send/receive 

15 data. 

Figs. IIA and IIB also illustrate formats and types of 
send/receive data. 

Figs. 12A and 12B illustrate the sizes of source code in a 
mini monitor program when the send/receive data are of 
20 variable- length and fixed- length, respectively. 

Figs. 13A and 13B illustrate techniques by which the mini 
monitor program is stored in the ROM. 

Figs. 14A and 14B illustrate synchronous and start-stop 
synchronous communication techniques . 
25 Figs. 15A and 15B illustrate timing waveforms of clock, 

sampling clock and sampling data in the general start- stop 
synchronization . 
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Fig. 16 illustrates a cominunication method of this 
embodiment . 

Figs. 17A and 17B illustrate timing waveforms of clock, 
sampling clock and sampling data in the method of Fig. 16. 
5 Fig. 18 illustrates another communication method of this 

embodiment . 

Figs. 19A and 19B illustrate timing waveforms of clock, 
sampling clock and sampling data in the method of Fig. 18. 

Fig. 20 is a flowchart illustrating a division ratio setting 
10 process on the debugging tool side. 

Fig. 21 is a flowchart illustrating a division ratio setting 
process on the microcomputer side. 

Fig. 22 illustrates the transition to the debugging mode from 
the user program execution mode. 
15 Fig. 23 is a flowchart illustrating a detailed process of 

this embodiment. 

Fig. 24 is a flowchart illustrating another detailed process 
of this embodiment. 

Figs. 25Ato 25C show internal block diagrams of various 
20 electronic equipment. 

Figs. 26A to 26C show external views of various electronic 
equipment . 

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 
25 A preferred embodiment of the present invention will now be 

described in detail with reference to the drawings. 
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1. Characteristics of This Embodiment 

The features of this embodiment will first be described with 
reference to Fig. 2. 

Referring to Fig. 2, a microcomputer 10 according to the 
5 embodiment of the present invention comprises a central processing 
unit (CPU) 12 and a mini monitor section (first monitor means) 14 
that is the primary part of this embodiment. Outside the 
microcomputer 10 is provided a main monitor section (second monitor 
means) 16 which performs processing to convert (decompose) a 

10 debugging command issued by a host system, for example, into a 
primitive command. The mini monitor section 14 transfers data to 
and from the main monitor section 16. The mini monitor section 14 
determines the primitive command to be executed based on the data 
received from the main monitor section and performs the processing 

15 to execute the primitive command. 

The debugging commands to be converted by the main monitor 
section 16 may include commands such as program load, go, step 
execution, memory write, memory read, internal register write, 
internal register read, breakpoint setting, breakpoint release. 

20 The main monitor section 16 converts one of these various 
complicated debugging commands into a simple and primitive command 
such as go, write (a write to a given address on the memory map, 
when in the debugging mode) or read (a read from a given address 
on the memory map) . Thus, the size of instruction code in a mini 

25 monitor program for executing the mini monitor section 14 can 
greatly be reduced. This enables the microcomputer 10 to realize 
its on-chip debugging function. 
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More particularly, in such an ICE as shown in Fig. IB, the 
monitor program 310 has a routine for processing all the debugging 
commands such as program load, go, step execution and other commands . 
Thus, the size of instruction code in the monitor program 310 is 
5 very large (for example, 3 0 to 50 Kbytes) . Accordingly, it is in 
fact difficult to install the monitor program 310 in the 
microcomputer 314. 

On the contrary, this embodiment provides a mini monitor 
program for performing the processing of the mini monitor section 

10 14, which has a processing routine containing simple primitive 
commands such as go, write, and read. Thus, the size of instruction 
code is very small (e.g. , 256 bytes) . Accordingly, the mini monitor 
program can be installed in the microcomputer 10 to realize the 
on-chip debugging function. It is further possible to restrain any 

15 reduction of the memory area that can freely be used by the user, 
to a minimum or even zero. 

2 . Detailed Structural Example 

Fig. 3 shows the detailed example of the structure of a 

20 microcomputer and debugging system of this embodiment. Referring 
to Fig. 3, the microcomputer 2 0 comprises a CPU 22 , a BCU (Bus Control 
Unit) 26, an internal memory (internal ROM and RAM other than a 
mini monitor ROM 42 and mini monitor RAM 44) , a clock generation 
section 30, a mini monitor section 40 (first monitor means) and 

25 a trace section 50. 

CPU 22 executes various instructions and includes an internal 
register 24. The internal register 24 includes general -purpose 
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registers RO to R15. The internal register 24 also includes 
registers SP (stack-pointer register) , an AHR (higher register for 
data resulting from a sum- of -products) , and an ALR (lower register 
for data resulting form the sum- of -products) , which are special 
5 registers. 

BCU 26 controls various buses such as a Harvard architecture 
bus 31 connected to the CPU 22, a bus 32 connected to the internal 
memory 28, an external bus 33 connected to an external memory 3 6 
and an internal bus 34 connected to the mini monitor section 40, 
10 trace section 50 and others. 

The clock generation section 30 generates various clocks 
which will be used in the microcomputer 20. BCLK from the clock 
generation section 3 0 is also supplied to an external debugging 
tool 60. 

15 The mini monitor section 40 includes a mini monitor ROM 42, 

a mini monitor RAM 44, a control registers 46 and a SIO 48 (serial 
input/output) . 

The mini monitor ROM 42 has stored a mini monitor program. 
In this embodiment, the mini monitor program executes only simple 

20 primitive commands such as go, read, and write. Thus, the capacity 
of the mini monitor ROM 42 can be suppressed, for example, to about 
256 bytes. Consequently, the microcomputer 20 can be reduced in 
scale while still retaining an on-chip debugging function. 

At a transition to the debugging mode (when a break occurs 

25 in the user program) , the contents of the internal register 24 in 
the CPU 22 are saved into the mini monitor RAM 44. Thus, the user 
program can properly be re -started after termination of the 
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debugging mode. Furthermore, reading and the manipulation of the 
contents of the internal register can be implemented by a primitive 
read command in the mini monitor program, for example. 

The control register 46 is a register for controlling various 
5 debugging processings and includes step execution enable bit , break 
enable bit, break enable address bit, trace enable bit and the like. 
These debugging processings can be realized when the mini monitor 
program operates the CPU 22 to write/read data to or from the 
respective bits in the control register 46. 

10 SIO 48 sends and receives data between the SIO 48 and the 

debugging tool 60 that is provided outside of the microcomputer 
20. SIO 48 is connected to the debugging tool 60 through TXD/RXD 
(data transfer line) . 

The trace section 50 is to realize a real - time trace function . 

15 The trace section 50 is connected to the debugging tool 60 by four 
lines, 3 -bit DST [2:0] representing the state of an instruction 
being executed by the CPU 22 and DPCO representing the program count 
(PC) of a branched destination. 

The debugging tool 60 includes a main monitor section 62 and 

20 is connected to a host system 66 which may be realized by a personal 
computer or the like. When the host system 66 issues a debugging 
command such as program load, step execution or other command 
through operation of the user, the main monitor section 62 then 
converts (decomposes) this command into a primitive command. As 

25 data instructing the execution of the primitive command is 
transmitted from the main monitor section 62 to the mini monitor 
section 40, the mini monitor section 40 then executes the instructed 
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primitive command. 

Fig. 4 shows a memory map in the debugging mode. As shown 
by Dl, D2 and D3 in Fig. 4, the addresses of the control register 
46, mini monitor RAM 44 and mini monitor ROM 42 are also allocated 
5 onto the memory map in the debugging mode. 

3 . Conversion to Primitive Command 

Figs. 5A to 5D schematically show the conversion of various 
debugging commands into primitive commands . 

10 As shown in Fig. 5A, for example, it is now assumed that a 

debugging command for loading a 12 -byte program containing (ADD , 

SUB---, AND---, OR---, XOR--- and LD.W ) at an address SOOlOh 

is issued. The program load coimnand is converted into three 
primitive write commands: write (SOOlOh, ADD and SUB ) , write 

15 (80014h, AND and OR ) and write (80018h, XOR and LD.W- 

--) . In other words, the program load command will be realized by 
the mini monitor program executing these three primitive write 
commands . 

It is also assumed that a step execution command is issued 
20 as shown in Fig. 5B. The step execution command is then converted 
into write command to the step execution enable bit in the control 
register 46 (write command to the address at Dl in Fig. 4) and go 
command. In other words , the step execution command will be realized 
by the mini monitor program executing these primitive, write and 
25 go commands . 

It is further assumed that an internal register read command 
is issued as shown in Fig. 5C. The internal register read command 
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is converted into read command (read command for the address at 
D2 in Fig. 4) from the mini monitor RAM 44 (the save destination 
of the contents of the internal register) on the memory map. In 
other words, the internal register read command will be realized 
5 by the mini monitor program executing such a primitive read command. 
An internal register write command, a memory read command and a 
memory write command, are also be realized in the similar manner. 

It is further assumed that a breakpoint setting command is 
issued as shown in Fig. 5D. The breakpoint setting command is 

10 converted into write commands for the break enable bit and break 
address bit of the control register 46. In other words, the 
bread-point setting command will be realized by the mini monitor 
program executing this primitive write command. 

In such a manner, according to this embodiment, various 

15 complicated debugging commands can be converted into simple 
primitive commands such as read, write and go commands. The mini 
monitor program is only required to execute these primitive read, 
write and go command. Therefore, the size of instruction code in 
the mini monitor program can greatly be reduced. As a result, the 

20 capacity of the mini monitor ROM 42 can be reduced with the on-chip 
debug function being realized by a reduced scale of hardware. 

4. Structural Example of SIO 

Fig. 6 shows structural example of SIO 48. The SIO 48 includes 
25 a send/receive buffer 70, a shift register 76, a send/receive 
switching section 78, a clock control section 80 and a control 
register 84. 
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The send/receive buffer 70 is one for temporarily 
accumulating send data and receive data, and includes a send buff er 
72 and a receive buffer 74. The shift register 76 has a function 
of converting parallel data transmitted from the send buffer 72 
5 into serial data and outputting toward the send/receive switching 
section 78. The send/receive switching section 78 has a function 
to switch sending and receiving data. This enables half -duplex data 
transfer using TXD/RXD. 

The clock control section 80 includes a frequency division 

10 circuit 82 for dividing BCLK and outputs sampling clocks SMCl which 
are obtained by the division toward the shift register 76. The shift 
register 76 is operated according to this SMCl . BCLK is also supplied 
to the debugging tool 60. Thus, BCLK will be in common between the 
microcomputer 20 and debugging tool 60. 

15 The division ratio in the frequency division circuit 82 is 

set by the control register 84. In other words, the division ratio 
in the frequency division circuit 82 will be set when the mini 
monitor program being executed by the CPU 22 writes a desired 
division ratio into the control register 84 . The address of the 

20 control register 84 is also allocated at a location Dl in Fig. 4 
as in the control register 46 of Fig. 3. 

5 . Structural Example of Debugging Tool 

Fig. 7 shows an example of the structure of the debugging 
25 tool 60. 

CPU 90 executes a program stored in ROM 108 and controls the 
entire debugging tool 60. A send/receive switching section 92 
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switches between the data transmission and the data reception. A 
clock control section 94 controls clocks to be supplied to the SCLK 
terminal of the CPU 90, address incrementer 100 and trace memory 
104. The BCLK from the microcomputer 20 (SIO 48) is input to the 
5 clock control section 94, The clock control section 94 comprises 
a frequency detection circuit 95 and a frequency division circuit 
96. The frequency detection circuit 95 detects a frequency range 
to which the frequency of BCLK belongs, and the sensed result is 
then outputted toward a control register 98. The division ratio 

10 in the frequency division circuit 96 is controlled by the control 
register 98 . In other words, a main monitor program (which has been 
stored in a main monitor ROM 110) reads the range of frequency out 
of the control register 98 . The main monitor program then determines 
an optimum division ratio depending on this range of BCLK frequency, 

15 the optimum division ratio being then written into the control 
register 98. With this division ratio, the frequency division 
circuit 96 divides BCLK to generate SMC2 and outputs SMC2 toward 
the SCLK terminal of the CPU 90. 

An address incrementer 100 increments the address in the 

20 trace memory. A selector 102 selects either one of line 122 (address 
outputted from the address incrementer 100) or 124 (address from 
an address bus 120) and outputs the address toward the address 
terminal of the trace memory 104. Another selector 106 selects 
either one of line 126 (DST [2:0] and DPCO that are output by the 

25 trace section 50 in Fig. 3) or 128 (data bus 118) and to output 
data toward the data terminal of the trace memory 104 or to extract 
data from that data terminal . 
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ROM 108 includes a main monitor ROM 110 (which corresponds 
to the main monitor section 62 of Fig. 3) . The main monitor ROM 
110 has stored a main monitor program which performs processing 
to convert debugging commands into primitive commands as described 
5 in connection with Figs. 5A to 5D. RAM 112 acts as a working area 
for CPU 90. 

RS232C interface 114 and parallel interface 116 function as 
interfaces to the host system 66 shown of Fig. 3. Thus, debugging 
commands from the host system 6 6 are inputted to CPU 90 through 

10 these interfaces. A clock generation section 18 generates clocks 
that activate the CPU 90. 

The real-time tracing according to this embodiment will 
briefly be described. In this embodiment, the trace memory 104 
stores 3 -bit DST [2:0] representing the state of instruction 

15 executed by the CPU 22 of Fig. 3 and DPCO representing the PC (program 
count) value at a branch destination. Trace data is created based 
on the data stored in the trace memory 104 and the source code of 
the user program. Thus, the real-time trace function can be realized 
while reducing the number of lines connecting between the 

20 microcomputer 20 and the debugging tool 60. 

In a user program execution mode, the line 122 is selected 
to input the output of the address incrementer 100 into the address 
terminal of the trace memory 104 through the selector 102. The line 
126 is also selected to input DST [2:0] and DPCO into the data 

25 terminal of the trace memory 104 through the selector 106. First 
of all, such a start address as shown in Fig. 8A is set at the address 
incrementer 100 by the CPU 90 using the data bus 118 and address 
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bus 120. Line DST [2] for specifying the range of trace is connected 
to the ST/SP (start/stop) terminal of the address incrementer 100. 
When a first pulse 13 0 is inputted into the DST [2] line as shown 
in Fig. 8B, the address incrementation of the address incrementer 
5 100 is started. When a second pulse 132 is inputted into the DST 
[2] line, the address incrementation of the address incrementer 
100 is stopped to stop the tracing operation. Thus, data within 
the desired range of trace (DST [2:0] and DPCO) can be stored in 
the trace memory 104. 

10 On the other hand, when the mode is shifted from the user 

program execution mode to the debugging mode, the line 124 is 
selected to input the address from the address bus 120 to the address 
terminal of the trace memory 104 through the selector 102. The line 
12 8 is also selected to output the data from the trace memory 104 

15 toward the data bus 118 through the selector 106. Thus, the CPU 
90 (main monitor program) can read out the data (DST [2:0] and DPCO) 
stored in the trace memory 104 at the debugging mode. Therefore, 
trace data can be created by the read data and the source code of 
the user program. 

20 

6. Transmission/Reception of Data 

A method by which TXD (transmission) and RXD (reception) lines 
are separately provided and communication is full -duplex could be 
considered for the communication of debugging data between the mini 
25 monitor section 40 and the main monitor section 62, as shown in Fig. 
9A. 

When two lines (terminals) are used for such communication 
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of this debugging data, however, the number of terminals (number 
of pins) of the microcomputer will be increased thereby. This leads 
to increase of the manufacturing cost for the microcomputer. 

According to this embodiment, therefore, a single TXD/RXD 
5 line (bidirectional communication line) is provided between the 
mini monitor section 40 and the main monitor section 62 to perform 
half -duplex bidirectional communication, as shown in Fig. 9B . Thus, 
the number of terminals in the microcomputer can be minimized to 
reduce the manufacturing cost of the microcomputer. 

10 In this embodiment, further, when the conditions is such that 

the mini monitor section 4 0 being a slave has received data from 
the main monitor section 62 being a master, the mini monitor section 
4 0 performs processing corresponding to that receive data and sends 
response data in answer to that receive data back to the main monitor 

15 section 62, as shown in Fig . 9C. In other words , when the main monitor 
section 62 sends data (command) to the mini monitor section 40 placed 
in its wait state, the mini monitor section 40 receives the data 
and performs a processing corresponding to the receive data. Data 
(reply) corresponding to the received data is then sent to the main 

20 monitor section 62. Thereafter, the mini monitor section 40 is 
placed in its wait state until it receives data from the main monitor 
section 62 . In other words , the operation of the mini monitor section 
40 is stopped until it receives data from the main monitor section 
62 and the operation of the mini monitor section 40 starts on 

25 condition that data has been received. This enables a proper 
transfer of data between the mini monitor section 4 0 and the main 
monitor section 62 while utilizing a single communication line. 
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The communication method of Fig. 9A is advantageous than that 
of Fig. 9B with respect to high-speed data communication since the 
separate TXD and RXD lines are utilized. The communication 
technique of Fig. 9A is further advantageous in that if a 
5 communication error occurs in one of the mini monitor section 40 
and main monitor section 62, an error message can immediately be 
returned to the other of the mini monitor section 4 0 and main monitor 
section 62. For example, when a communication error occurs in the 
mini monitor section 40, it can instantly return an error message 

10 to the main monitor section 62 using the TXD line without waiting 
the termination of data reception through the RXD line. 

On the other hand, in this embodiment, BCLK is used in common 
between the mini monitor section 40 and main monitor section 60, 
as will be described later. This provides an optimal and high- 

15 speed data communication. Therefore, the high-speed transfer of 
debugging data can be carried out without any problem even if a 
single communication line as shown in Fig. 9B is provided rather 
than providing two communication lines as shown in Fig. 9A. 

As will be described later, send/receive data in this 

20 embodiment is of shorter fixed-length (e.g., 14 bytes) . Therefore, 
if any communication error occurs in the mini monitor section 40, 
for example, time delay will not be very increased even though an 
error message is transferred after the reception processing has 
terminated. Since the length of the send/receive data is short, 

25 the occurrence of communication error itself can be minimized. 

In such a manner, this embodiment provides an advantage in 
that a single communication line of debugging data is used to reduce 
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the number of terminals of the microcomputer. The disadvantages 
produced by providing such an advantage (i.e., reduction of 
communication speed and delay of error message) can be overcome 
by the fact that BCLK is used in common and that the send/receive 
5 data are of shorter fixed- length. 

7 . Format and Type of Send/Receive Data 

Fig. lOA shows an example of a format of data to be sent and 
received through the TXD/RXD lines. The send/receive data is a 
10 fixed- length data of 14 bytes comprising one byte of ID (command 
identifying data) field, one byte of data size field, four bytes 
of address field, four bytes of data 1 field and four bytes of data 
2 field. 

As shown in Fig. lOB, OOh being an identifying data of go 
15 command is set at the ID field of the data to be received by the 
mini monitor section 40 when the main monitor section 62 instructs 
the mini monitor section 40 to execute the go command. At this case, 
the mini monitor section 40 will not send data to the main monitor 
section 62. 

20 As shown in Fig. IOC, Olh being an identifying data of write 

command is set at the ID field of the data to be received by the 
mini monitor section 40 when the main monitor section 62 instructs 
the mini monitor section 40 to execute the write command. 
Furthermore, write address, write data 1 and write data 2 are set 

25 at the address, data 1 and data 2 fields of the receive data, 
respectively. Olh is set at the data 1 field of the send data of 
the mini monitor section 40. 
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A variety type of write commands can be used, such as write 
command for byte data, write command for half-word data, write 
command for word data and write command for double -word data, 
depending on the length of the data to be written. In such a case, 
5 different ID'S will be allocated to the respective write commands. 

As shown in Fig. lOD, 02h being an identifying data of read 
command is set at the ID field of the data to be received by the 
mini monitor section 40 when the main monitor section 62 instructs 
the mini monitor section 40 to execute the read command. A read 
10 address is also set at the address field of the receive data. Read 
data 1 and read data 2, which are obtained by processing the read 
command, are set at the data 1 and data 2 fields of the send data 
of the mini monitor section 40, respectively. 

In this embodiment, primitive commands to be executed by the 
15 mini monitor section 4 0 include external routine jump command, data 
fill command and other commands in addition to go, write and read 
commands . 

The external routine jump command is one for instructing the 
jump to an external routine. When such an external routine jump 

20 command is used, the procedure can jump to the routine of an 
initializing program or writing program of a flash memory (EEPROM) . 
As shown in Fig. IIA, 03h being an identifying data of the external 
routine jump command is set at the ID field of the data to be received 
by the mini monitor section 40 when the main monitor section 62 

25 instructs the mini monitor section 40 to execute the external 
routine jump command. 18h (data for checking malfunction), %R12 
(routine address) , %R13 (write data) and %R14 (data address) are 
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also set as the data size, address, data 1 and data 2 fields of 
the receive data, respectively. Furthermore. %R10 (return value; 
if the return value is 0, the program will noinnally be terminated) 
is set at the data 1 field of the send data of the mini monitor 
5 section 40. 

The data fill command is one for filling a memory with a given 
value (e.g., 0) . For example, if all the bits in a large -capacity 
memory are to be set at the value of zero, using write command will 
very prolong the processing time. In such a case, the data fill 

10 command is useful. When the main monitor section 62 instructs the 
mini monitor section 40 to execute the data fill command, 04h being 
an identifying data of the data fill command is set at the ID field 
of the data to be received by the mini monitor section 40, as shown 
in Fig. IIB. Furthermore, data size 1, 2 or 4, start address, fill 

15 number, fill pattern are set af^the data size, address, data 1 and 
data 2 fields of the receive data, respectively. 

According to this embodiment, the receive data from the main 
monitor section 62 contains primitive command identifying data (ID) 
to be executed by the mini monitor section 40. Thus, an instruction 

20 for execution of any primitive command can easily be transferred 
to the mini monitor section 40. 

8. Fixed-Length Send/Receive Data 

In this embodiment, the send/receive data between the mini 
25 monitor section 40 and the main monitor section 62 are of 
fixed-length of 14 bytes, as shown in Fig. lOA. Thus, the size of 
instruction code in the mini monitor program can further be reduced. 
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If the send/receive data are of variable length, almost all 
the commands are required to have such processing portions 
(instruction line) El, E2 and E3 as shown in Fig. 12A. These 
processing portions El, E2 and E3 judge how much data needs to be 
5 processed. In other words, when variable- length data is to be 
processed, it is required to check the number of data to be processed 
based on the data size in the send/receive data. After the checked 
number of data has been held, on RAM which is a working area, it 
is required to decrement the number of data on each termination 

10 of data processing or to judge whether or not the number of data 
becomes equal to zero. This will increases the size of source code 
in the mini monitor program, as shown in Fig. 12 A. 

On the contrary, this embodiment uses the send/receive data 
of fixed-length. As can be seen from comparison between Figs. 12A 

15 and 12B," therefore, the size of source code in. the mini monitor 
program can be reduced to approximately two- third of the case where 
the send/receive data is of variable- length. As a result, the size 
of the mini monitor ROM 42 shown in Fig. 3 can further be reduced 
to provide the on-chip debugging function through a reduced scale 

20 of hardware. 

Since the send/receive data of fixed- length will not 
effectively be handled in communication, it is disadvantageous in 
that the communication speed is reduced. According to this 
embodiment, therefore, BCLK is shared by the mini monitor section 

25 4 0 and main monitor section 62, as will be described. This improves 
the data communication speed and overcomes the aforementioned 
problem. 
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9. Mini Monitor ROM 

As shown in Fig. 3, this embodiment provides the mini monitor 
ROM 42 in the microcomputer 20. The mini monitor ROM 42 has stored 
5 the mini monitor program. Thus, the scale of hardware can be reduced 
to decrease the manufacturing cost for the microcomputer. 

For example, with an arrangement shown in Fig. 13A, a 
microcomputer 33 0 may comprise a loader logic circuit 332 and a 
RAM 334 . The loader logic circuit 332 is used to load the mini monitor 

10 program into the RAM 334 from outside through JTAG interface 336. 
In such an arrangement, however, it is required for the 
microcomputer 330 to be provided with the loader logic circuit 332 
and the RAM 334 having its size 5 to 10 times larger than that of 
ROM. This will increase the microcomputer 330 in scale and cost. 

15 On the contrary, in this embodiment, the mini monitor program 

is stored in the mini monitor ROM 42 having its size 1/5 to 1/10 
times larger than that of RAM, as shown in Fig. 13B. This will 
decrease the microcomputer 20 in scale and cost, in comparison with 
the arrangement of Fig. 13 A. 

20 In the arrangement of Fig. 13A, furthermore, CPU is 

temporarily stopped in operation on power- on or reset. The mini 
monitor program is then loaded into the RAM 334 by the loader logic 
circuit 3332. Thereafter, CPU must be re-started in the debugging 
mode. Thus, the process is complicated with an increased time 

25 required to start the debugging mode. 

On the contrary, this embodiment of Fig. 13B does not require 
the loading of the mini monitor program into the RAM. Accordingly, 
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it is not required to temporarily stop the operation of CPU on 
power -on or reset. CPU can instantly be started in debugging 
operation. 



5 10. Sharing of BCLK 

As data communication method between the microcomputer and 
the debugging tool, typically be of so-called synchronous method 
or start -stop synchronization can be applied. It is also desirable 
that the number of communication lines between the microcomputer 

10 and the debugging tool is as small as possible, in ICE. It is further 
desirable that the sampling error in the communication data is 
produced as little as possible. 

However, the communication in synchronous method requires 
four communication lines between a microcomputer (first 

15 information processing device) 340 and a debugging tool (second 
information processing device) 342, as shown in Fig. 14A. These 
four communication lines include a TXD line for send data, a TCLK 
line for sampling clock of TXD, a RXD line for receive data and 
a RCLK line for sampling clock of RXD. The unnecessary niimber of 

20 communication lines increases unnecessarily. 

On the other hand, in start -stop synchronization, the 
microcomputer 340 and the debugging tool 342 use separate clocks 
of substantially the same frequency. For example, the microcomputer 
34 0 may use a CLKl while the debugging tool 342 may use a CLK2, 

25 the CLKl and CLK2 being of substantially the same frequency clock. 
As shown in Fig. 15A, the microcomputer 340 divides CLKl into 
sampling clocks SMCl which are used to sample bits in the data 
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communicated in the start- stop synchronization {start bit, DO to 
D7 bits and stop bit) . As shown in Fig. 15B, the debugging tool 
342 divides CLK2 to generate sampling clocks SMC2 which are used 
to sample bits in the data communicated in the start -and- stop 
5 synchronization (start bit, DO to D7 bits and stop bit) . 

However, the start -stop synchronization type communication 
increases the operational frequency of CPU included in the 
microcomputer 340. Therefore, the frequency of CLKl and CLK2 is 
also increased. Thus, the frequency of SMCl and SMC 2 is increased 

10 so that the sampling error in the communication data tends to occur 
more frequently. In other words, the frequency of CLKl and CLK2 
may be increased to any level at which sampling errors do not occur 
in the communication data. This means that the microcomputer 34 0 
cannot perform its debugging operation in an environment in which 

15 it operates at high speed. In other words, the clock frequency in 
the microcomputer must be reduced during the debugging operation. 

To overcome such a problem, BCLK for generating sampling 
clocks are used in common between the microcomputer 140 and the 
debugging tool 150 in this embodiment. 

20 More particularly, the microcomputer (first information 

processing device) 140 comprises a communication section 142 (which 
corresponds to SIO 4 8 in Fig. 3) which comprises a send/receive 
circuit 144 (which corresponds to the send/receive buffer 70, shift 
register 7 6 and send/receive switching section 7 8 in Fig. 6) and 

25 a frequency division circuit 14 6 (which corresponds to the 
frequency division circuit 82 in Fig. 6) . The frequency division 
circuit 146 divides BCLK (first clock) into sampling clocks SMCl 
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which are used to sample bits in the data transmitted and received 
in the start -stop synchronization, as shown in Fig. 17A. The 
send/receive circuit 144 then transfers data based on SMCl . The 
microcomputer 14 0 supplies BCLK to a debugging tool (second 
5 information processing device) 150. 

The debugging tool 150 comprises a communication section 152 
which includes a send/receive circuit 154 (which corresponds to 
the CPU 90 and send/receive switching section 92 in Fig. 7) and 
a frequency division circuit 156 (which corresponds to the 

10 frequency division circuit 96 in Fig. 7) . The frequency division 
circuit 15 6 divides BCLK from the microcomputer 14 0 to generate 
sampling clocks SMC2 as shown in Fig. 17B. Then, the send/ receive 
circuit 154 transfers data, based on SMC2 . 

Although this embodiment is of start- stop synchronization 

15 type, BCLK for generating the sampling clocks SMCl and SMC2 is used 
in common between the microcomputer 140 and the debugging tool 150 . 
Thus, the occurrence of sampling error in the communication data 
can highly be reduced in comparison with the communication of 
general start- stop synchronization as shown in Fig. 14B. Although 

20 the communication in synchronization method of Fig. 14A requires 
four communication lines, this embodiment only requires two 
communication lines as shown in Fig. 16 (three lines in case of 
the full -duplex communication) . Thus, the number of communication 
lines between the microcomputer 140 and the debugging tool 150 can 

25 be reduced in comparison with that of Fig. 14A. As a result, the 
number of terminals of the microcomputer 14 0 can also be reduced. 
The microcomputer 14 0 can more inexpensively be manufactured. 
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Particularly, the arrangement of Fig. 14B increases the 
occurrence of sampling error in the communication data as the 
frequency of CLKl (and CLK2) increases. Therefore, the arrangement 
of Fig. 14B cannot increase the clock frequency in the microcomputer 
5 34 0 on debugging. When the microcomputer 34 0 is operated at higher 
speed, the debugging operation cannot be carried out. 

On the contrary, both the microcomputer 14 0 and the debugging 
tool 150 in this embodiment of Fig. 16 generate sampling clocks 
based on BCLK. Therefore, the occurrence of sampling error will 

10 not be very increased even if the frequency of BCLK increases. As 
a result, the debugging operation can be performed in an environment 
in which the microcomputer 140 operates at a high speed, so that 
debugging can be performed in an environment that is close to that 
of actual operation. 

15 In this embodiment, furthermore, as shown in Fig. 18, the 

corranunication section 142 comprises a division ratio control 
section 148 (which corresponds to the control register 84 in Fig. 
6) and the communication section 152 comprises a division ratio 
control section 158 (which corresponds to the control register 98 

20 in Fig. 7) and a frequency detection circuit 159 (which corresponds 
to the frequency detection circuit 95 in Fig. 7) . Therefore, the 
system can variably control a division ratio FDl on generating SMCl 
and a division ratio FD2 on generating SMC2 . As a result, the data 
communication can optimally be carried out at higher speed even 

25 though the frequency of BCLK varies . 

More particularly, if the frequency of BCLK decreases as 
shown in Fig. 19A, the division ratios FDl and FD2 , which would 
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be equal to 16 in Figs. 17A and 17B, can be changed, for example, 
to eight. Thus, the sampling clocks SMCl and SMC2, are changed from 
clocks of a frequency that is the BCLK frequency divided by 16 to 
clocks of a frequency that is the BCLK frequency divided by 8 . As 
5 a result, the number of BCLK clock pulses corresponding to one-bit 
data will be changed to eight (8 -clock mode) from sixteen (16- 
clock mode) in Figs. 17A and 17B. 

If the frequency of BCLK further decreases as shown in Fig. 
19B, the division ratios FDl and FD2 , which would be equal to eight 

10 in Fig. 19A, are changed, for example, to four. Thus, the sampling 
clocks SMCl and SMC2, are changed from clocks of a frequency that 
is the BCLK frequency divided by 8 to clocks of a frequency that 
is the BCLK frequency divided by 4 . As a result, the number of BCLK 
clock pulses corresponding to one-bit data will be changed to four 

15 (4 -clock mode) from eight (8 -clock mode) in Figs. 17A and 17B. 

In such a manner, the communication speed of data will not 
eventually be reduced even if the frequency of BCLK decreases. As 
a result, the data communication can optimally be carried out at 
higher speed. 

20 It is particularly general that the clock frequency in the 

microcomputer is variable depending on the user which uses the 
microcomputer. For example, one user may operate the microcomputer 
with a clock of 60 MHz while another user may operate the 
microcomputer with a clock of 20 MHz. 

25 In the communication method of Figs. 14A and 14B, however, 

the speed of data communication will also be varied as the clock 
frequency of the microcomputer is changed. More particularly, the 
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speed of data communication will also be reduced if the clock 
frequency is reduced. Therefore, the data communication cannot be 
carried out at maximum speed. 

On the contrary, in this embodiment, the division ratios FDl 
5 and FD2 will also be changed to vary the number of clock pulses 
corresponding to one-bit data if the clock frequency in the 
microcomputer is varied depending on the user utilizing the 
microcomputer. In other words, the division ratios FDl and FD2 may 
also be reduced to decrease the number of clock pulses corresponding 

10 to one -bit data as the clock frequency is reduced. As a result, 
the communication speed will not eventually be reduced, resulting 
in an optimum communication at higher speed. In other words, the 
communication can optimally be carried out depending on the user 
which uses any of various different clock frequencies. 

15 The communication sections 142 and 152 will be described in 

more detail with reference to flowcharts shown in Figs. 20 and 21. 

As shown in Fig. 20, the frequency detection circuit 159 in 
the communication section 152 of Fig. 18 first detects the frequency 
of BCLK supplied from the microcomputer 14 0 (stepVl). The frequency 

20 detection circuit 159 then judges whether or not the frequency of 
BCLK is at least 30 MHz (step V2) . If the BCLK frequency is at least 
3 0 MHz, the division ratio control section 158 sets the division 
ratio FD2 at 16 (step V3) . Simultaneously, the division ratio 
control section 158 sends a division ratio data informing of the 

25 fact that FD2 is 16 to the microcomputer 140 through the send/receive 
circuit 154 (step V4) . Then, the frequency division circuit 156 
divides BCLK by FD2=16 to generate SMC2 (step V5) . Subsequently, 
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SMC2 will be used to perform the data transfer. 

If the frequency of BCLK is lower than 30 MHz, the frequency 
detection circuit 159 judges whether or not the frequency is at 
least 15 MHz (step V6) . If the frequency is at least 15 MHz, FD2 
5 is set at 8 (step V7) . Subsequently, steps similar to the steps 
V4 and V5 will be carried out (steps V8 and V9) . If the frequency 
of BCLK is lower than 15 MHz, FD2 is set at 4 (step VIO) . Subsequently, 
steps similar to the steps V4 and V5 will be carried out (steps 
Vll and V12) . 

10 On the other hand, the microcomputer 140 performs such a 

procedure as shown by the flowchart of Fig. 21. More specifically, 
the microcomputer 140 first receives the division ratio data from 
the debugging tool 150 through the send/receive circuit 144 (step 
Wl) . Based on the received division ratio data, the division- ratio 

15 control section 148 determines the division ratio FDl (step W2) . 
The frequency division circuit 146 divides BCLK by this value of 
FDl to generate SMCl . Subsequently, SMCl will be used to perform 
the transmission and reception of data. 

20 11. Detailed Procedure in Mini Monitor Section 

A detailed procedure in the mini monitor section will now 
be described. 

As shown in Fig. 22, the mini monitor program is started when 
a break occurs during execution of the user program. The mode is 
25 shifted from the user program execution mode to the debugging mode. 
When the mini monitor program processes a given command to execute 
a return instruction, the mode will be returned from the debugging 
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mode to the user program execution mode. 

Figs. 23 and 24 show flowcharts illustrating the process of 
the mini monitor program in the debugging mode. 

After shifted to the debugging mode, the mini monitor program 
5 first saves the contents of the internal register 24 of CPU 22 of 
Fig. 3 in the mini monitor RAM 44 (step SI) . The mini monitor program 
then sets the control register 46 which is used by this program 
(step S2) . 

14 -byte data received from the debugging tool 60 is written 

10 into the receive buffer 74 (see Fig. 6) (step S3) . The first one 
byte of data in the receive buffer 74 (command identifying data 
ID) is checked (step S4) . 

As shown in Fig. 24, if ID represents a read command (see 
Fig. lOD) , a read address is acquired from the receive buffer 74 

15 (steps S5 and S6) . The data is then read from the acquired read 
address and is written to the send buffer 72 (step S7) . The data 
in the send buffer 72 is then sent to the debugging tool 60 (step 
S8) . Subsequently, the processing returns to the step S3 of Fig. 
23 and the next receive data is written to the receive buffer 74 . 

20 If ID represents write command (see Fig. IOC), a write address 

is acquired from the receive buffer 74 (steps S9 and SIO) . A write 
data is then acquired from the receive buffer 74 and written to 
the write address acquired at the step SIO (step Sll) . 

If ID represents external routine jump command (see Fig. IIA) , 

25 a routine address is acquired from the receive buffer 74 (steps 
S12 and S13) . After the jump to the external routine, the procedure 
returns to the mini monitor program (step S14) . 
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If ID represents go command (see Fig. IIB) , the data saved 
to the mini monitor RAM 44 is restored to the internal register 
24 (steps S15 and S16) . As shown in Fig. 22, the procedure then 
returns to the user program and the debugging mode is ended (step 
5 S17) - 

On the other hand, if ID represents that this is neither a 
read, write, external routine jump nor go commands, the system 
judges that no process is required (steps S15 and S16) . Dummy data 
is then written to the send buffer 72 (step S19) . In Fig. 24, it 
10 is to be noted that the processing of data fill command is omitted. 

In such a manner, the primitive commands obtained by 
conversion of the debugging commands will be executed by the mini 
monitor program. 

15 12. Electronic Equipment 

The description now turns to electronic equipment comprising 
the microcomputer of the present embodiment. 

An internal block diagram of a car navigation system that is 
one example of such electronic equipment is shown in Fig. 25A and 

20 an external view thereof is shown in Fig. 26A. A remote controller 
510 is used to operate this car navigation system and the position 
of the vehicle is detected by a position detection section 520 based 
on information from GPS or gyroscope. Maps and other information 
are stored in a CD-ROM 53 0 (information storage medium) . An image 

25 memory 540 functions as a work area during image processing, and 
the thus generated images are displayed to the driver by an image 
output section 550. A microcomputer 500 inputs data from data input 
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sources such as the remote controller 510, the position detection 
section 520, and the CD-ROM 530, performs various operations thereon, 
then uses an output device such as the image output section 550 to 
output the data after the processing. 
5 An internal block diagram of a game machine that is another 

example of such electronic equipment is shown in Fig. 25B and an 
external view thereof is shown in Fig. 26B. Using an image memory 
590 as a work area, this game machine generates game images and sounds 
based on the player's operating information from a game controller 

10 560, a game program from a CD-ROM 570, and player information from 
an IC card 580, and outputs them by using an image output section 
610 and a sound output section 600. 

An internal block diagram of a printer that is a further 
example of such electronic equipment is shown in Fig. 25C and an 

15 external view thereof is shown in Fig. 26C. Using a bit map memory 
650 as a work area, this printer generate print images based on 
operating information from an operating panel 62 0 and character 
information from a code memory 63 0 and font memory 640, and outputs 
them by using a print output section 660. A display panel 670 is 

20 used for conveying the current state and mode of the printer to the 
user . 

The microcomputer or debugging system in accordance with the 
present embodiment makes it possible to simplify the development 
and reduce the development time of user programs that cause the 
25 operation of the items of electronic equipment shown in Figs. 25A 
to 26C. Since it also makes it possible to debug user programs in 
an environment that is the same as that in which the microcomputer 
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operates, the reliability of this electronic equipment can also be 
increased. The hardware of the microcomputer installed into this 
electronic equipment can be made more compact and less expensive, 
leading to a reduction of the cost of the electronic equipment itself . 
5 Since the instruction code size of the mini monitor program is also 
small, the memory area used by the user for storing programs and 
various data is completely untouched thereby. 

Note that the electronic equipment to which the microcomputer 
of the present embodiment can be applied is not limited to those 

10 described in the above examples , and thus it could be any of a portable 
telephone (cellular phone) , a PHS, a pager, audio equipment, an 
electronic organizer, an electronic tabletop calculator, a POS 
terminal, a device provided with a touch panel, a projector, a 
dedicated wordprocessor, a personal computer, a television set, or 

15 a view-finder or direct monitor type of video tape recorder, by way 
of example. 

Note also that the present invention is not limited to the 
embodiments described herein, and various modifications can be 
conceived within the scope of the invention. 
20 For example, the primitive commands used in the illustrated 

embodiment may not be limited to the described forms although they 
are particularly desirable in the present invention. 

The microcomputer and mini monitor section (first monitor 
means) are not limited to the illustrated forms, and maybe modified 
25 or changed to any of various other forms. 

The debugging system also is not limited to the form of Fig. 

7 . 
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CLAIMS 



1. A microcomputer having an on-chip debugging function, 
comprising: 

5 a central processing unit for executing instructions; and 

a first monitor means for performing data transfer to and 
from a second monitor means, determining a primitive command to 
be executed based on the receive data from said second monitor means , 
and performing processing for execution of the determined primitive 
10 command, said second monitor means being provided outside said 
microcomputer for performing a processing to convert a debugging 
command into at least one primitive command. 

2. The microcomputer according to claim 1, wherein said 
15 primitive command includes a command for starting an execution of 

a user program, a command for writing data to an address on a memory 
map in a debugging mode and a command for reading data from the 
address on said memory map. 

20 3. The microcomputer according to claim 1, further comprising 
a control register used for execution of instructions in said 
central processing unit and having an address thereof allocated 
on a memory map in a debugging mode. 

25 4. The microcomputer according to claim 2, further comprising 
a control register used for execution of instructions in said 
central processing unit and having an address thereof allocated 



38 



on the memory map in the debugging mode. 

5. The microcomputer according to claim 1, further comprising 
a monitor RAM into which contents of an internal register of said 

5 central processing unit are saved, and having an address thereof 
allocated on a memory map in a debugging mode. 

6. The microcomputer according to claim 2, further comprising 
a monitor RAM into which contents of an internal register of said 

10 central processing unit are saved, and having an address thereof 
allocated on the memory map in the debugging mode. 

7. The microcomputer according to claim 1, further comprising 
a terminal connected to a single bidirectional communication line 

15 for performing a half -duplex bidirectional communication between 

said terminal and said second monitor means, 

wherein, on condition that said first monitor means being 

a slave has received data from said second monitor means being a 

master, said first monitor means performs a processing 
20 corresponding to the received data and sends response data 

corresponding to the received data to said second monitor means. 

8. The microcomputer according to claim 2, further comprising 
a terminal connected to a single bidirectional communication line 

25 for performing a half -duplex bidirectional communication between 
said terminal and said second monitor means, 

wherein, on condition that said first monitor means being 
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a slave has received data from said second monitor means being a 
master, said first monitor means performs a processing 
corresponding to the received data and sends response data 
corresponding to the received data to said second monitor means. 

5 

9. The microcomputer according to claim 1, wherein the data 
received from said second monitor means includes an identification 
data of the primitive command to be executed by said first monitor 
means . 

10 

10. The microcomputer according to claim 2, wherein the data 
received from said second monitor means includes an identification 
data of the primitive command to be executed by said first monitor 
means . 

15 

11. The microcomputer according to claim 1, wherein said first 
monitor means transfers fixed- length data to and from said second 
monitor means. 

20 12. The microcomputer according to claim 2, wherein said first 
monitor means transfers fixed- length data to and from said second 
monitor means. 

13. The microcomputer according to claim 1, wherein a monitor 
25 program for executing a processing of said first monitor means is 
stored in a ROM. 
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14. The microcomputer according to claim 2, wherein a monitor 
program for executing a processing of said first monitor means is 
stored in a ROM. 



5 15. The microcomputer according to claim 1, 

wherein said first monitor means comprises: 
a first frequency division circuit for dividing a first clock 
and for generating a first sampling clock for sampling each bit 
in data sent and received according to start- stop synchronization; 
10 and 

a circuit for sending and receiving data based on said first 
sampling clock, and 

wherein said first monitor means supplies said first clock 
to said second monitor means as a signal for causing a second 
15 frequency division circuit included in said second monitor means 
to generate a second sampling clock. 



16. The microcomputer according to claim 2, 

wherein said first monitor means comprises: 
20 a first frequency division circuit for dividing a first clock 

and for generating a first sampling clock for sampling each bit 
in data sent and received according to start- stop synchronization; 
and 

a circuit for sending and receiving data based on said first 
25 sampling clock, and 

wherein said first monitor means supplies said first clock 
to said second monitor means as a signal for causing a second 
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frequency division circuit included in said second monitor means 
to generate a second sampling clock. 

17. The microcomputer according to claim 1 wherein: 

5 said first monitor means includes a monitor RAM which is 

readable and writable, and 

when a break of an execution of an user program occurs and 
a mode is shifted to a debugging mode, said first monitor means 
saves a program counter value of said central processing unit and 
10 contents of an internal register into said monitor RAM. 

18. The microcomputer according to claim 2 wherein: 

said first monitor means includes a monitor RAM which is 
readable and writable, and 
15 when a break of an execution of an user program occurs and 

a mode is shifted to a debugging mode, said first monitor means 
saves a program counter value of said central processing unit and 
contents of an internal register into said monitor RAM. 

20 19. An electronic instrument comprising: 
a microcomputer according to claim 1; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

and 

an output device for output ting data processed by said 
25 microcomputer. 

20. An electronic instrument comprising: 
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a microcomputer according to claim 2; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer ; 

and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
5 microcomputer. 

21. An electronic instrument comprising: 
a microcomputer according to claim 3 ; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

10 and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
microcomputer. 

22. An electronic instrument comprising: 
15 a microcomputer according to claim 5 ; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer ; 

and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
microcomputer. 

20 

23. An electronic instrument comprising: 
a microcomputer according to claim 7 ; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

and 

25 an output device for outputting data processed by said 

microcomputer. 
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24. An electronic instrument comprising: 
a microcomputer according to claim 9; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

and 

5 an output device for outputting data processed by said 

microcomputer. 

25. An electronic instrument comprising: 

a microcomputer according to claim 11; 
10 an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
microcomputer . 

15 26. An electronic instrument comprising: 

a microcomputer according to claim 13; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
20 microcomputer. 

27. An electronic instrument comprising: 

a microcomputer according to claim 15; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

25 and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
microcomputer. 
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28. An electronic instrument comprising: 

a microcomputer according to claim 17; 

an input source of data to be processed by said microcomputer; 

5 and 

an output device for outputting data processed by said 
mi crocompu t er . 

29. A debugging system for a target system including a 
10 microcomputer, said debugging system comprising: 

second monitor means for performing processing for 
converting a debugging command issued by a host system into at least 
one primitive command; and 

first monitor means for performing data transfer to and from 
15 said second monitor means, determining a primitive command to be 
executed based on the receive data from said second monitor means, 
and performing processing for execution of the determined primitive 
command. 
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ABSTRACT 



An object is to provide a microcomputer, electronic 
instrument and debugging system which can realize an on-chip 
5 debugging function through a reduced size of instruction code or 
a reduced circuit scale. A main monitor section (16) converts a 
debugging command into a primitive command. A mini monitor section 
(14) transfers data to and from the main monitor section (16) to 
execute a primitive command determined based on the receive data. 

10 The primitive commands include go, write and read commands. A 
control register having its address allocated on a memory map in 
the debugging mode is provided together with a mini monitor RAM. 
The mini monitor section (14) serving as a slave is connected to 
the main monitor section (16) serving as a master through a 

15 half -duplex bidirectional communication line so that transfer data 
can be fixed- length . The receive data includes a command 
identifying data. A mini monitor program has been stored in a ROM. 
The mini monitor section (14) and main monitor section (16) use 
a clock in common to generate a sampling clock while transferring 

20 data in the start- stop synchronization. 
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Edward P. Walker, (Reg.J[1JL5Q) 
Robert A. Miller. (Reg. 32^) 
Mario A. Costantino, (Reg. 33,565)^ 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the 
following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application 
and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therew/lth. (//st name and registration number) 

James A. Oliff, (RegJ^7^075) 

William P. Berridge, (Reg^30,024) 

Kirk M. Hudson, (Reg^27j562) 

Thomas J. Pardini, (Reg . 30,411 ) 

Edward P. Walker, (Reg ^ 31^^45 0) 

Robert A. Miller, (Reg. 2.%;aS) 

Mario A. Costantino, (Re g. 33,565) 



OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 



Send Correspondence to: 
JD LIFE &BEBBJDGE, PLC 
_ P.O. Box 1 9928__ 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 



OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
' (703) 836-6400 




Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
(703) 836-6400 




,'' -GO 
I 


Full name of sole or first Inventor 
Makoto KUDO 






Inventor's signature ^ Date 






Residence 

Funvw-'^'sc/i.' , jV£i£M!£ri<f-i .Japan 


mm 




Citizenship ^ ^ X 
Japan 


392-8502 a;$:llfilf»IEKrtT:*;^D3T@3S5-§- 


Post Office Address 

c/o Seiko Epson Corporation 

3-6, Owa 3-chome, Suv/a-shi, Nagano-ken 392-8502 Japan 




m- 


■=2. -ou 


Full name of second joint inventor, if any 
Yoichi HIJIKATA 




Bit 


Second Inventor's signature Date 






Residence 

O/^'^o - $4/ , . Mfivo -Aeii , Japan 


mm 




Citizenship "TT) \/ 
Japan -^^^ 



392-8502 B5f;llfiif»ilKrfT:*;?P3Te3#5^ 



Post Office Address 
c/o Seiko Epson Corporation 

3-5, Owa 3-chome, Suwa-shi, Nagano-ken 392-8502 Japan 



im^m^O,^nmm\-^^^^X^nmz.%m\.. m^mM ^^^^^'^ '"f— ^ion and signature for third and subsequent 

joint inventors.) 
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